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Introduction 

Political representation in countries depends on the situation of that country; however, if a country is in                  

economic rout it directly affects the political side. Since the elections in 2013, Venezuela is in a                 

long-running humanitarian, economical, social and political crisis. While Venezuela is in the middle of a               

political and economic crisis, it is characterized by continuous scarcity of essential goods and drug abuse                

which increased crimes directly. Before the elections in 2013, from the beginning of 2010 the quality of life                  

for common people has decreased immensely. This situation has led to a political turmoil in the country,                 

and resulted in more and more oppression by the government in power. 

  

Definition of Key Terms 

Supreme Court: The highest court in any state. It is involved with democracy and how to country works                  

and how it is sustainable. (“Supreme Court”) 

National Assembly: It is a politically legislative body, or in some countries a lower house of a                 

two-year-old parliament.  (“National Assembly”) 

 



Punto Fijo Agreement: It is the adoption of the 1958 presidential elections and the protection of the new                  

democratic regime. By the representatives of Venezuela's three main political parties in 1958, Acción              

Democrática , Social Christian Party and Unión Republicana Democrática. (“Punto Fijo Agreement”) 

Liberal Democracy: System of government in which the formal recognition and protection of individual              

rights and freedoms and the exercise of political power are limited by the rule of law. (“Liberal                 

Democracy”) 

Fifth Republic Movement: Is one of the socialist parties in Venezuela.  

 

 General Overview  

Taking a look to the current situation in Venezuela, it is defined and known as a republic. Venezuela’s                   

political history is directly related with their financial, economical background. These two histories are              

inseparably entwined. The purpose behind this is, since 1930’s the administration has been keeping up               

the strategy of “exhausting oil” or utilizing charge income on oil deals to support the monetary                

development of the nation. Since freedom from 1810’s to 1950’s, Venezuela has been managed by               

various military tyrants. To give more specific dates, from 1936 to 1958, some open tasks were worked by                  

the administration. The vast majority of the administration’s oil incomes were in the pockets of despots                

and random government authorities. Until the present day of Venezuela, from 1958, has continued              

popularity. In the victincy of 1958 and 1993, Venezuela had two political gatherings commanding              

Venezuelan governmental issues which were, Liberal Democratic Movements and the preservationist           

Partido Social Cristiano. The legislative issues of these two gatherings were not diverse in 1950’s due to                 

the “Punto Fijo Agreement” marked by the political pioneers.  

In this agreement, political pioneers chose an arrangement plan before the decision and the applicant                

who will win. The arrangement in the end disintegrated in light of the fact that political arrangements                 

turned out to be increasingly in view of support, and neither the political party could control the                 

government spendings which are unnecessary.The disappointment with the arrangements of the major            

political gatherings prompted the loss of lives of Venezuelan individuals. At the beginning of 1990’s Rafael                

Caldera was the winner of the administration with over 15 parts of organizations together which was                

called as “Convergencia National”. Rafael Caldera confronted a emergency managing account.           

Confronting a emergency account, the emergency towards the end of 1990’s world’s oil costs fell. Within                

the decrease of oil costs, in 1999 Venezuela elected the new president, Hugo Chavez. The president of                 

 



Venezuela can be elected for a time of 6 years. However it can be re-elected as well. To give an specific                     

example, Hugo Chavez was re-elected in 2001.  

Hugo Chavez was the president of Venezuela for 14 years. He was one of the politicians who was                   

involved with the political party called Fifth Republic Movement. In 14 years Hugo Chavez focused to a                 

socialist revolution called “Bolivarian Revolution”. From the beginning of 2010 the economy of Venezuela              

started to be unstable as well as unsustainable. Poverty, murder rates, crimes and shortages increased               

because of unstableness. In 2013 March 5th Hugo Chavez died. After his presidency, Nicolas Maduro               

was elected as the President of Venezuela. As Chávez's policies and the continuation of Maduro,               

Venezuela's socio-economic situation diminished with crime, inflation, poverty and hunger. Venezuela's           

downturn and the standard of living has resulted in a protest that rises around the country daily, starting in                   

2014 when Maduro was elected and struggling with Maduro's popularity. Despite the disappearance of              

popularization, the election of a National Assembly, led by the opposition, in the beginning of 2015 a                 

move to recall made. Maduro, like Chavez, was also accused of authoritarian leadership accusation as a                

dictator with the traditional media. Especially after the recall motion directed to him has been suspended.                

Since Maduro's election in 2013, the Venezuelan government has become more authoritarian. After the              

election, anti-government protests reacting to inflation and scarcity were forcibly suppressed and several             

dozen people were killed, hundreds were injured and thousands were arrested. In reaction to the               

government protests, many international observers dismissed the administration of Maduro. 

Venezuela's economy shrank considerably in 2016. In 2012, imports exceeding $ 60 billion have fallen                

below $ 18 billion in 2016. This, along with the decline in local production, means the shortage of food,                   

medicine and other basic goods. One of the population is eating only one meal a day. Malnutrition and                  

preventable diseases have increased sharply and health care has been compromised.The broad contours             

of a permanent settlement will require negotiations between the government and the opposition,             

facilitated by external actors. In the mid-2016, especially food-borne famines, led to riots and raids in a                 

number of cities. The government responded by replacing a large part of the retail food distribution                

network with the Local Procurement and Manufacturing Committees (CLAP) using PSUV-affiliated military            

and political organizations.  

  

Major Parties Involved and Their Views 

United States of America: Venezuela cut diplomatic ties with the US in September 2009 after a US                 

ambassador accused of cooperating with violent anti-government groups in that country in September             

2008, but relations were re-established by President Barack Obama in June 2009. In 2014, the               

 



Venezuelan government ordered three American diplomats to leave the country on charges of inciting              

violence.  

Bolivarian National Intelligence Service (SEBIN): Cruel regimes often use repressive internal           

intelligence directorates to keep the opposition in the bay. In Venezuela, the Bolivarian National              

Intelligence Service is the preferred oppressor of President Nicolás Maduro, under the authority of the               

Ministry of People's Government for Internal Affairs, Justice and Peace. It was established in 1969 and                

known until 2009 as the National Directorate of Intelligence and Protection Services. Its task is to identify,                 

predict and combat external and internal threats that could affect Venezuela's national security.  

China: According to Washington-based International Finance Institute, which represents some of the            

world's largest banks, Venezuela has public debt of about $ 150 billion, including $ 23 billion in debt to                   

China. Over the years, Venezuela borrowed billions of dollars from Russia and China, borrowing it               

through anti-petroleum treaties that stiffened the hard currency income of the country, particularly by              

requiring oil shipments to be used to serve those credits. Although Venezuela suffers from a severe                

economic crisis, President Nicolas Maduro's government seized the insurgency and removed or            

imprisoned other opposition leaders and activists from duty. Since the opposition began a steady wave of                

protests in April dozens of people have died. China, a good friend of Venezuela, has led to widespread                  

condemnation of the United States, Europe and others in the country. In September, Chinese Foreign               

Minister Wang Yi said that he believed that Beijing could solve the problems of Caracas within a legal                  

framework and protect national stability, Venezuela's counterpart in the United Nations. China and oil rich               

Venezuela have close diplomatic and commercial relations, especially in the energy field. 

Russian Federation: Russia, is also one of the countries which are protecting Venezuela. After the crisis                

in Venezuela, Russia is shipping wheat to Venezuela as part of a development program. During the crisis                 

of the Bolivarian Venezuela, in a paper by the Military-Industrial Squadron of Russia, a newspaper that                

was popular with the military authorities of the Russian Armed Forces, in the case of a Venezuelan civil                  

war, the military government's military intelligence was recommended.  

World Bank: The World Bank Group is ready to help Venezuela, a member of the institution and its                  

shareholder, if the government is willing to deal with a punitive economic crisis. Jorge Familiar, World                

Bank vice president for Latin America and Caribbean, said the bank had no connection with Venezuela                

since it could not pay its debts in 2008 under former President Hugo Chavez. However, he said, bank                  

officials said that the oil exporter country has been following a severe protest, and that the country is                  

watching the increasing food and drug troubles intensively this year. 

 



 

Timeline of Events 

2010 Venezuela’s economy started to be     

unsustainable. 

March 5th, 2013 President Hugo Chavez dies.  

April 14th, 2013 Nicolas Maduro wins the presidential     

elections. 

2014 Oil falls- Hugo Chavez spent Venezuela’s      

oil revenues on social welfare and      

promised to defend the poor by winning the        

hearts of many. However, from the middle       

of 2014 world oil prices have caused food        

and drug scarcity by lowering the income       

and imports of the country.  

2015 With the economy worsening, the     

center-right opposition took control of the      

parliament in 2015. This constituted the      

stage of a violent political struggle.  

2017 The Supreme Court seized power from the       

legislature in 2017 and reversed the move       

after international relief. Later, the     

authorities banned Capriles from politics.     

The movements led to angry street      

protesters who killed at least 28      

Venezuelans.  

2017 National Assembly initiates referendum on     

constitutional change of Venezuela.  

  

 



UN Involvement 

United Nations 

Chief of Human Rights Commission, David Rutherford warned of "crimes against humanity" in Venezuela              

and accused the affected country of using human rights as a "political weapon".  

United Nations Development Programme 

The United Nations Development Program (UNDP) is a UN global development network that promotes              

national solutions to support countries' efforts to lift poverty. In Venezuela, UNDP has been upgraded to                

build alliances to strengthen capacities of women and men, organizations and institutions and to promote               

opportunities for social, economic, political, institutional, regional, environmental and cultural improvement           

(“UNDP”). 

UN Human Rights Council 

One of the sessions held by UN Human Rights Council that ended in 2017, some Member States with                  

Latin America assert clearly about the “profound human rights and humanitarian crisis in Venezuela”              

(“UNHRC”). The aim was to place the argument on the HRC’s agenda;however, nowadays, the challenge               

became to keep up the pressure from many-sides on the Venezuelan government.  

UN Security Council 

UN officials stated that United States and Italy have held a formal UN Security Council meeting, went for                  

keeping Venezuela's emergency in that nation from transforming into a security danger. In a note handed                

to the members in the meeting it states that “to discuss the role the international community and regional                  

organizations can play in seeking a political solution and facilitating humanitarian access to those affected               

by the tensions.” (“UNSC”). 

 

Relevant UN Documents 

● 2008 Special Meeting of ECOSOC on the Global Food Crisis  - 

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/docs/pdfs/venezuela.pdf 

 

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/docs/pdfs/venezuela.pdf


This document is from a special meeting which was held by United Nations Economic and Social Council                 

in 2008 on the Global Food Crisis. It mainly focuses on Venezuela, however it also includes countries like                  

China.  

 

● 2016 UNDP, Human Development for Everyone-  

http://hdr.undp.org/sites/all/themes/hdr_theme/country-notes/VEN.pdf 

This report describes national policies as well as key strategies that will provide every human being. To                 

elaborate more it is for achieving basic human development and it offers the structural challenges of                

global institution and reform.  

 

● 2017 UN Daily News - http://www.un.org/News/dh/pdf/english/2017/25092017.pdf 

This document is a UN Daily New which talks about Venezuela influences of capitalism as the enemy of                  

the mother nature.  

 

● “Recent events in Venezuela”- Permanent Council (3 April 2017, Cp/2108/17) -  

http://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/latin_america

-amerique_latine/2017-04-03-multilateral-multilaterales.aspx?lang=eng 

This resolution which is “Resolution on the Recent Events in Venezuela” covers the issue and the                

Venezuelan Government in a ‘democratic’ way.  

 

● “European Parliament on the Situation of Venezuela” -European Parliament ( 27 April 2017,             

B8/0094/2018) -  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2F%2FEP%2F%2FTEXT%2BMOTION%2BB

8-2018-0094%2B0%2BDOC%2BXML%2BV0%2F%2FEN 

 

http://hdr.undp.org/sites/all/themes/hdr_theme/country-notes/VEN.pdf
http://www.un.org/News/dh/pdf/english/2017/25092017.pdf
http://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/latin_america-amerique_latine/2017-04-03-multilateral-multilaterales.aspx?lang=eng
http://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/latin_america-amerique_latine/2017-04-03-multilateral-multilaterales.aspx?lang=eng
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2F%2FEP%2F%2FTEXT%2BMOTION%2BB8-2018-0094%2B0%2BDOC%2BXML%2BV0%2F%2FEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2F%2FEP%2F%2FTEXT%2BMOTION%2BB8-2018-0094%2B0%2BDOC%2BXML%2BV0%2F%2FEN


This resolution was submitted by European Parliament in 2017 for the political dialogue of a national                

consensus on economic policy to balance the situation of Venezuela.  

 

 

 

Treaties and Events 

Venezuela 

1. When the protests started the first attack was on to the military. The attack came from 20 people                  

who were wearing military uniforms. The aim of this attack was to stole weapons.  

2. The second attack was to the Venezuela's chief prosecutor Luisa Ortega.  

3. Last but not least, at its first meeting, the constituent assembly suggested that Diosdado Cabello,               

the deputy chief facilitator of the governing socialist party, should meet for two years instead of                

six months as originally planned. The reason behind this was constituent assembly having more              

powers than any other body in Venezuela. 

 

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

Latin America 

Several Latin American countries will participate in an attempt to mediate Venezuela's political crisis.  

Dominican Republic 

The president of The Dominican Republic, Danilo Medina, hosted high-level delegations from            

Venezuela's government and restriction pioneers for two days in an effort to reduce the worrisome               

rebellion of the world. After the talk with the Venezuelan government on the 22nd of August 2017, the                  

delegates came out smiling. However earlier the restriction pioneers who faced a destructive reaction              

from supporters after not being able to come to an agreement with Maduro last year approved that they                  

had just set out to push long-standing requests, including a presidential election and the release of jailed                 

activists. Condemnation Maduro as a dictator who once disrupted the developing economy, Venezuelan             

 



opposition leaders led street protests earlier in 2017 seeking his removal that prompted the passings of                

no less than 125 individuals. 

 

Possible Solutions 

● Venezuelan Government could decide to implement changes in the monetary and fiscal policy,             

and in particular will agree to reinvest the proceeds in the nationalized oil sector. Venezuela's               

commodity-based economy needs an efficient oil industry to generate enough revenue to reinvest             

in other sectors to promote a more diverse economy. Venezuela needs to diversify its economy               

and stop its extreme dependence on oil wealth.  

● The government must also accept political negotiations. The independence of Venezuela's           

democratic institutions has been critically undermined, so a great effort is needed to reestablish              

the independence.  

● Also making more work with the international community could be a possible solution to the crisis                

because the current crisis is reducing the quality of life and affecting the needs of Venezuelans. 

 

 Notes from the Chair 

Please bare in mind that: 

● Political situation can affect the economic and the social situation. Also economic and the social               

situation of a country can affect the political situation as well.  

● The issue, crises, is not directly related with the current president of the country. 

● While researching look to the history of the delegation, the relationship can change after years               

between the countries.  
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