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Introduction 

The canal project between the Dead Sea and the 

Red Sea has been a topic of debate for more than a 

decade now. The project essentially aims to connect these 

two seas to each other and start a flow of water from Red 

Sea to Dead Sea and reduce the dehydration of the Dead 

Sea. Currently, Dead Sea is suffering a gigantic shrink due 

to the Israelite damns built on the rivers that used to feed 

the Dead Sea with water. Similarly, Jordan and Syria also 

had projects where reducing the water intake of Dead Sea 

was aimed, resulting in less and less amounts of 

cumulative water left in the Sea every year.  

One of the main reasons against the execution of 

the project is of course the Arabic-Israelite tension and the 

conspiracy theories following this situation. Egyptian 

authorities believe that more water within the area would 

bring an ease in Israelite occupation of the West Bank with 

its increasing number of settlements within the region.  

Today, Jordan has started to finalize the project and is making the final calculations prior to the 

start of the project; however, the answer of the Arabic World to this action is unknown.  

 
Definition of Key Terms 
Dead Sea: Located in Jordan, landlocked (closed to sea access) and bordered by Israel, Palestine and 

Jordan, it is 430 meters below the sea level. This is the key factor that makes this project a good option, 

as through the pipeline the water will not have to be pumped but will be used to produce energy as it 

travels to the Dead Sea from the Red Sea. 
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Red Sea: It is the sea that is in between the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean. The Suez Canal 

connects Red Sea with the Mediterranean Sea. Simply put, there is unlimited amount of water in Red Sea, 

which could be greatly useful for Jordan if the canal is actually built.  

 
General Overview 
Environmental Concerns: 

From both of the parties involved in the region, there had been numerous concerns raised by 

environmentalists about the project. However, the governments have other concerns; such as the reality 

that if nothing is done, the lake will dry out by 2050. Contrary to the environmental concerns present, there 

is also another project which would desalinate (make the salty water, drinkable water) 65 to 85 million 

cubic meters annually ( (������ ���� ����. This injection would of course be extremely beneficial for 

Jordanian climate which could be summarized simply as a desert.  

The concerns increase due to the one of a kind nature of both of the Seas. Dead Sea is the 

highest salt concentrated lake (sea) in the world. While at the same time, the Red Sea hosts thousands of 

endemic (local) sea creatures in it. In a climate this volatile, it is difficult to predict what would go wrong, 

which would result in the destruction of these unique conditions. Thus, environmentalists demand further 

detailed research on the issue in hand prior to taking any action about it.   

In another note, there is also a group of environmentalists, who only seem as environmentalists, 

but are actually only nationalists and anti-Semitic people, who cannot tolerate having a diplomatic and 

economic relationship with Israel. Being in peace with Israel for over 20 years now though, these concerns 

are well surpassed by the government faction.  

 

Energy Crisis:  
Jordan has an economy which is highly relied upon the oil production, yet they are willing to invest 

in clearer and more reliable energy sources with King Abdullah in duty. With the introduction of this 

system, they will be available to produce hydroelectricity which is considered by authorities as a 

renewable energy source.  

As the water travels through the pipes, and there is a 430 meters of elevation difference between 

the sea level and the Dead Sea, it would be extremely efficient to use hydroelectricity centrals for the 

cause of production of electricity. The initial stage of the project however does not involve the 

hydroelectricity center, and it only includes the installation of the pipeline.  

Looking from a different perspective, as the water levels will come to a rise in the Dead Sea, the 

climate within a certain perimeter away from the sea would also change drastically. The deserted lands 

belonging to both three of the states in the region will get introduced with a shore climate, which may lead 

to higher crop yield in the region, with of course the aid of the desalination center. The desalination center 



too is out of the initial stage of the project, yet the government is opening up to offers for this stage of the 

project as well.  

Consequently it seems as though Jordan would put this project into action to suffice its alternative 

energy source requirements for the future.  

 

Tourism in the Region: 
Both Dead Sea and the Red Sea are great venues for tourism activity. However, due to the long 

lasting Israelite occupation, today this sector is not operating in its full potential. With the introduction of 

this new project, there might be natural disasters, which are difficult to both predict and consequently, to 

prevent. Red Sea, as it name might suggest, has high amounts of a certain red algae, which might cause 

fatal damage to the ecosystem of the Dead Sea.  

 There is also a risk that the Dead Sea would lose its touristic appeal which is present due to its 

high salt concentrated water. Thinking of it as a simple solution, once there is more solvent yet the same 

amount of solute, the concentration would decrease. Although some eco-scientists have this view, it is 

highly unlikely to observe such situation with the introduction of the project according to the Jordanian 

officials. Thus there would not be any harm done to the ecological conditions because of this reason.  

"The government has approved the project after years of technical, political, economic and 

geological studies." –Nsur, Jordanian Prime Minister (Al Arabiya). Palestine, which also has a border with 

the Dead Sea, desires to get touristic benefits from its shore. Shaddad al-Attili, head of the Palestinian 

Water Authority, previously stated: "We would like to be in this cooperative project, we would like to be 

treated equally as well as the Jordanians and the Israelis; we would like to benefit from the outcome. But 

before all of that we would like to get access to the Dead Sea, not only to get water and to swim in the 

sea, but also to build hotels and to develop a tourist area." - Shaddad al-Attili, Head of the Palestinian 

Water Authority (Al Arabiya) 

 

International Tension  
Arab League is against any kind of economic relationship with 

Israel. A project which would aid Israel with fresh water sources too is 

consequently not supported by them. Besides this, the ignoring state of 

mind by the Jordanian and Israelite government of the Palestinian 

benefits in this process is too an unhealthy situation.  

Although legally Palestine should too have a right to have a 

say in this project, currently it is not quite given by both of the parties. 

Israel is planning to make more and more investments in the West 

Bank, until a certain demographic will reach a majority, giving Israel a 

righteous claim on the Palestinian lands. Although such situation is not 

desired by Jordan, if it occurs, they are not obliged to put any effort to 
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prevent it. However, such image would not look good in the eyes of the public and other Arab nations.   

 

Major Parties Involved and Their Views 
Jordan 

It is the main submitter of the project and has strong ties with Palestine, which is caused due to 

the high amount of Palestinian refugees and the same cultural background. With the project, a diplomatic 

tension between Palestine is created. As the saying goes: “Geography is destiny.” The situation is no 

different for Jordan, as it is situated right next to Israel, and its connection to Mediterranean Sea is created 

via Israel, they hold the position of having the closest ties with them, out of all the other Arabic nations.  

However, King Abdullah previously made the following statement in 2011: 

  “We know our direction, and our path is clear in our quest to protect Palestine’s future, and to 

safeguard our rights when the future of Jerusalem and the refugees.We support the Palestinians’ right to 

establish their state, and our position has not – and will not – change. Therefore, the substitute homeland 

option should at all times be excluded from any discussion. Jordan will never be a substitute land for 

anyone! It makes no sense.... We have an army and we are ready to fight for our homeland and the future 

of Jordan. We should speak loudly and not allow such an idea to remain in the minds of some of us. 

Jordan is Jordan, and Palestine is Palestine.” –King Abdullah (JPost) 

This statement clearly shows Jordan’s position in any kind of conflict with Israel.  

 

Israel 
Israel is willing to expand its borders by having more significant populations in the West Bank 

region which is currently a part of Palestine. This capitalist and relatively more peaceful take on occupying 

this region is of course causing distress between the Arab World and Israel.  

The allegiance formed for the sake of this project only has basis on the economic mutual benefits 

and nothing else. Israel believes that this project, if goes wrong would damage Jordan and if functions 

correctly, would benefit both of them, thus as any other reasonable diplomat would, they agree to work 

together for this project.   

 

Palestine 
Suppressed, tortured with bombardments and inhumanely treated for decades now, Palestine 

came to agree that they cannot fight against Israel which is aided by the Western World and now tries to 

achieve diplomatic solutions to the measures taken by Israel. Palestine recently took a different take with 

its US relation following the presidency of Donald J. Trump. Palestinians wrote 100.000 letters to 

President of the United States which all talk about the need for solution of this crisis.  

The campaign leader, Mohammed Abu Ras recently stated about the campaign the following: 

“All of the letters focused on the Palestinians’ right to freedom and self-determination, putting an end to 

the occupation as well as implementing the international law resolutions and international conventions and 



treaties related to the Palestinian cause. The letters call on Trump to stand by the principles of democracy 

and human rights, all the while committing to and defending international legitimacy by finding a just and 

lasting solution to the Palestinian cause.”- Mohammed Abu Ras (Independent) 

 

Timeline of Events 

1959 

The modern era for using the sea to treat skin diseases began, 

led to the ideas of bottling it up so that people do not have to 

travel all the way to Middle East to experience it. 

1980 
Water surface of 680 km2 at 400 m below sea level; first 

sinkhole appeared 

1992 Water surface of 675 km2 at 407m below sea level 

1997 Water surface of 670 km2 at 411m below sea level 

2004 Water surface of 662 km2 at 417m below sea level 

2009 
The plan of Red Sea Dead Sea pipeline is suggested by 

Jordanian officials in a regional conference  

2010 Water surface of 655 km2 at 423m below sea level 

2013 
The pipeline project is unilaterally agreed upon by the Palestine 

Jordan and Israel. Planned to be finished in 5 years. 

 

2014 

Israel attacks the city of Hamas in Palestine with missiles after 3 

Israeli teenagers from the West Bank were found dead. Due to 

an tension increase, the project is almost stopped.  

2016 
The efforts of Jordan results positively, first step of the pipeline 

project gets initialized.  

 

The data for this timeline is taken from uvm.edu 

 
 
 



Relevant UN Documents 
United Nations Security Council Resolution 2334 

https://www.un.org/webcast/pdfs/SRES2334-2016.pdf  

 

This resolution will have a very important impact on the Israeli Occupation of East Jerusalem and the 

West Bank. In the Security Council vote, 14 states voted for the resolution while USA decided to abstain. 

This showed the world that Israel is no longer tolerated with its careless actions against the Palestinians. 

This also shows that Palestinian power in the legitimately Palestinian lands will be restored. Considering 

that the UNSC contains both Ukraine and Russia, China and USA, USA and Russia and many other 

conflicting nations, their united stance against Israel is very meaningful.  

 
Treaties and Events 
In 2009 the project was approved by all of the parties yet the project got halted due to a tension increase. 

Israel, although usually the opposite, had shown good intentions to both re-normalize its relations with 

Jordan and achieve a helpful solution from the project for everyone. However, Arab World looked at these 

statements with sincere skepticism.  

 

The Jordan Red Sea Project (JRSP) was recognized by the officials as the first step of the Red Sea Dead 

Sea Project and Jordan is expected to continue on with the project with other agreements and deals with 

contractors.   

 

Possible Solutions 
To resolve the problem with ease, first of all Palestinian government officials should be carefully 

listened to understand their stance on the project. While Israel is losing more and more authority in the 

region, their extent in the inclusion of the project too could be opened to questioning. Since, King Abdullah 

had stated before that he and his army will protect Palestine if necessary, and inclusion of Israel in the this 

issue will actually be leading into easing the conditions for new settlements in the deserted West Bank 

regions. Additionally, inclusion of Israel although as part of a peace progress, creates a tension between 

Jordan and the other Arab countries which sensibly would be something that King Abdullah is not willing to 

sacrifice for this project.  

 

On the other hand, having positive relationship with its neighbors will always remain as a target for 

Israel. Consequently, achieving a diplomatic solution which would benefit all the parties should be the 

main aim.   

 

For more detail about Jordan’s view: http://www.jva.gov.jo/sites/en-us/RSDS/default.aspx  
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