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Introduction 

Before the partitioning of the two Koreas, the Korean Peninsula was under Japanese colonial rule from 

1910 until 1945. The Japanese occupation of the region can be regarded as deeply ambivalent by many 

Koreans due to the uncertainty and the unpredictability of the provincial Japanese rule. In its first decade 

the Korean Peninsula under Japan experienced harsh implementations and was governed under a 

military rule. The military administration of Japanese Korea implemented the Japanese culture and 

participated in the killing of the Korean identity. Personal freedoms were extremely limited and the rule of 

law was very harsh. After a decade, the Koreans demanded for freedom by protesting and the Japanese 

rule relaxed and transformed from a military rule to a civilian government that was loyal and heavily 

dependent on Japan, and that allowed room for limited personal freedom. Despite the often oppressive 

and authoritarian rule of the Japanese Colonial rule, many definitive modern aspects of Korean society 

emerged or grew considerably during the 35-year period of Japanese rule. These included rapid urban 

growth, the expansion of trade and economics, and forms of mass culture such as radio, cinema and arts, 

which became widespread for the first time ("20th CENTURY”). Industrial development was introduced to 

the Korea with the presence of the Japanese. All industrial development shaped the future of Korea even 

though all development was to advance Japanese military and civilian infrastructure only. After the end of 

the Second World War and the Japanese surrender of 1945, the Korean peninsula went into turmoil 

regarding the absence of a government and the rule of law. After the allied victory the Korean Peninsula 

was invaded by the United States and by the Soviet Union. Attempts to form a unified and stable Korean 

Government begun but failed after the occupation due to the polarizing political agendas of the two 

invading countries. The Korean Peninsula was partitioned as the North and South and a border was 

implemented right on the 38th parallel. Both Korean countries established themselves as the legitimate 

government for all Korea. The conflict between the two countries has resulted in the outbreak of a war that 

was fought under dire conditions and which resulted in a stalemate that resulted in the reinstatement of 

the border known as the 38th parallel or the DMZ (Demilitarized Zone) . The two Koreas have signed an 

armistice agreement but not a peace treaty which implements that in technical terms the war is still 

ongoing and physical military engagements can happen at any time. 
 

Since the partitioning of the two Koreas into North and South alongside with different polarized political 

systems and agendas, the security situation in the Korean Peninsula has been carefully watched by the 



international community. The divisive agendas of the two nations fuel tension, crisis and paranoia in the 

region and in the world. The division between the North and South has been a major issue impacting the 

Asia Pacific region as well as the global political stage.  

 
Definition of Key Terms 

Demilitarized Zone (DMZ):The Korean Demilitarized Zone, shortly referred as the DMZ is a highly 

militarized strip of land running across the Korean Peninsula and is also the world's northern 38th parallel. 

It was established at the end of the Korean War to serve as a buffer zone between the two Korean States 

(Pike). 
 

Communism: A system of social organization in which all property is owned by the whole participating 

group or community which in this context by the State. Each person contributes and receives according to 

their contribution, ability and needs ("Communism”). 

 

Capitalism: An economic and political system in which a country's commerce, economy and industry are 

controlled by individual owners for profit and growth, rather than by the state for the equal contribution and 

use ("Capitalism"). 

 

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT): An internationally recognized UN treaty aimed at nuclear 

disarmament and the oversight of nuclear technology (“Treaty).  

 

General Overview 
The stability, security and the political agendas of the Korean Peninsula has been subjected to change in 

the 20th century and for the past decade. The 20th century dawned with Imperial Japan occupying Korea. 

After the Second World War the world's two superpowers, the United States and the Soviet Union, 

occupied the Northern and the Southern regions of the country, forming two separate countries similar to 

their own national policies, principles and interests. The Korean War broke out 2 years after the formations 

of the two countries and brought both countries into a military stalemate 3 years later. The result of the 

Korean War was an endless conflict full of military skirmishes, propaganda, fear and constant 

disagreement. The current situation in the Korean Peninsula is in principle the same as the situation 70 

years ago. The main problem can be regarded as the polarizing agendas and the systems of the two 

Koreas. South Korea is a democratic state that has western interests and pro-American and pro-western 

alliances. North Korea is a communist one party government that is a de facto dictatorship. Both countries 

claim to be the sole representative and owner of all Korea. The intense disagreements between the two 

Koreas lead to the extreme lack of cooperation that fuels crisis and conflict. The two Korean states are in 

a constant race regarding all aspects of government. The absence of a peace treaty and the technical 



status of war between the two countries invite conflict and furthermore advance lack of cooperation. The 

hardline stance presented by the North Korean regime is one of the aspects that increase the tension. 

Since its foundation North Korea has followed an isolationist policy that reduces the country’s allies to a 

very low number. The policy that North Korea has been following which is the destruction of its enemies 

has proven to be very ineffective due to the heavy sanctions and economic consequences it has brought. 

The Korean Armistice Agreement which has provided the Korean Peninsula with security and stability was 

broken down in  May 27, 2009 when North Korea stated that it will no longer abide by the agreement and 

deploying troops into the DMZ, increasing tensions and giving both sides the option of war. The North 

Korean regime is proved to have gone to extreme lengths to show off their strength and superiority such 

as often engaging in small military skirmishes and even abducting foreign nationals from other countries. 

The further escalation in the region has been higher than ever due to the nuclear testing conducted by 

North Korea. The prominent spirit of war is active between the two governments and very well alive 

between the inhabitant people. In order for peace and security to be achieved within the Korean 

Peninsula, the current nuclear tension must be resolved and the cooperation must be further encouraged 

and developed. The political differences of the two countries and the international powers involved are 

very impactful regarding the actions of the inhabitant states. Both sides must agree on mutual grounds in 

regard to their own national interests to achieve peace and sustainability. 

 

Major Parties Involved and Their Views 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) 

North Korea or officially the DPRK has been ruled by a communist totalitarian military dictatorship since its 

foundation. One of the two Korean states within the region, the North Korean government can be 

regarded as the aggressors by many. The regime’s unpredictable actions alongside its polarizing agendas 

on top of their anti-American, anti-western stance have made cooperation more difficult. The North Korean 

government declared that they have successfully produced nuclear warheads fully capable of reaching the 

US (U.S Department Of State) 

 

Republic of Korea (ROK) 

South Korea or formally the Republic of Korea is the other state that occupies the southern half of the 

Korean Peninsula. Unlike North Korea, South Korea was occupied by the United States therefore it 

possesses strong ties to the US and to the Western World. From its foundation South Korea has seen 

rapid industrial development, advanced military and civilian infrastructure and extensive social 

programmes. South Korea’s pro-US and pro-west stance against North Korea’s anti-western sentiment 

has created tension and frequent disagreements (Ministry of Foreign Affairs). 

 

 



United States of America 

One of the most influential powers in the region the US has been a key ally of the South and is considered 

to be a key “enemy” of the North. The US has been instrumental in the forming and the development of 

South Korea and the Korean Peninsula as a whole.  

 

People's Republic of China 

The People’s Republic of China is another dominant force within the region that also shares a border with 

North Korea. Similar to the United States, China has been a key in the development of the Korean 

Peninsula. China is an ally of North Korea and has been key in the developments that take place. China’s 

longstanding support for North Korea regarding finance and military infrastructure has defined the current 

strength and threat North Korea possess. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, China has been the 

biggest ally and supporter of North Korea.  

 

Russian Federation 

The Russian Federation can be considered to have close ties to the DPRK and can be regarded as a 

supporter. The history between the two states has been effective in the Russian-North Korean relations 

today but has deteriorated due to North Korea’s recent nuclear actions. Russia pursues a policy that 

supports the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula and one that supports peace and stability.  

 

Japan 

The State of Japan has had different relations to both Koreas throughout decades. Japan and North 

Korea do not have official diplomatic relations and the relation between the two countries is considered to 

be hostile. North Korea has gone to the lengths of abducting Japanese citizens and firing test missiles 

near Japanese waters. Japanese-South Korean relations have had turns throughout history due to the 

acts committed by the Japanese occupying forces during the colonial era and the Second World War. 

Japan has a policy that supports denuclearization in the Korean Peninsula. 

 

Timeline of Events 

1905 Japan-Korea Treaty of 1905 defines Korea as the protectorate of Imperial Japan. 

26 October 

1909 

Japanese Resident-General of Korea Ito Hirobumi is assassinated by Korean nationalist 

independence activist. 

29 August 

1910 

The Japan-Korea Treaty of 1910 initiated the annexation of the Korean Empire by Imperial 

Japan and therefore started the creation of the Japanese Colonial rule. 



1919 

 
1919: The March 1st Movement born upon the sudden and mysterious death of King 

Gojong. Declaration of Korean Independence is issued. Nationwide demonstrations, 

protests and uprisings are crushed by Japanese military and police forces after two 

months. Governor-General Hasegawa Yoshimichi resigns. 

1919 The Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea is established in Shanghai. 

1932 Korean independence activist Yun Bong Gil bombs Japanese Military ceremony in 

Shanghai. 

1945 The Empire of Japan surrenders to the Allied Powers. In terms of Potsdam Declaration, 

Korea becomes independent. 

1945 The Korean peninsula is divided between the Soviet Union and the United States from the 

38th parallel. 

1946 The North Korean Communist Party, officially known as the Korean Workers' Party is 

inaugurated in North Korea.  

1950 North Korean army supported by the People’s Republic of China and the Soviet Union 

crosses the 38th Parallel and starts the Korean War 

1953 The Korean Armistice agreement is signed by North Korea, China and the United Nations 

Command and ends Korean War. 

1961 South Korean military coup overthrows government and puts General Park Chung-hee in 

power. 

1968 North Korean Army captures US Naval intelligence ship, USS Pueblo. 

1972 
South Korean government declares martial law. President Park increases his powers with 

constitutional changes. 

1972  North and South Korea issue joint statement on peaceful reunification and define the 

principles for a peaceful reunification. 

1974 Kim Il-sung announces his eldest son, Kim Jong-il as his successor. 



1979 President Park is assassinated by KCIA director Kim Jae-Gyu. General Chun Doo-hwan 

seizes power the following year. 

1980 South Korean government after student demonstrations. In the city of Gwangju army kills 

at least 200 people. Fifth republic and new constitution 

1985 North Korea signs the international Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, prohibiting the 

country from producing nuclear weapons. 

1991 North and South Korea join United Nations with full membership status. 

1993 
International Atomic Energy Agency accuses North Korea of violating the Nuclear Non-

Proliferation Treaty and demands inspectors to be given access to nuclear facilities and 

nuclear waste storage sites. North Korea threatens to quit Treaty. 

1994 North Korean dictator Kim Il-Sung dies. Kim Jong-il succeeds his father as Supreme 

Leader. 

1994 
North Korea and the United States sign an Agreed Framework under which North Korea 

commits to stopping its nuclear programme in return for heavy fuel oil and two light-water 

nuclear reactors. 

1996 
Severe famine follows widespread floods and severe landslides. An estimated 3 million 

North Koreans reportedly die from starvation and lack of basic needs. 

1996 
North Korea announces it will no longer abide by the armistice agreement of 1953 that 

ended the Korean War, and deploys military personnel into the demilitarised zone. 

1996 
North Korean Military submarine with 26 commandos and personnel on board runs 

aground near the South Korean town of Gangneung. All but one on board is killed along 

with 8 South Korean military personnel and 4 civilians following several incidents of 

exchange of fire. 24 North Korean naval personnel killed in action alongside 1 missing and 

1 captured. North Korean Sang-O-class submarine captured. 



2002 
Naval Battle ensues between South Korean and North Korean naval forces along the 

disputed sea border leaves four South Koreans dead and 19 wounded. Estimated thirty 

North Korean naval personnel have been killed in action. 

2003 
North Korea withdraws from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. 

2003 North Korea quits the 1992 agreement with South Korea to keep the Korean Peninsula 

free of nuclear weapons. 

2005 
For the first time in their history North Korea publicly admits that it has built nuclear 

weapons for "self defence". 

2010 South Korean naval vessel ROKS Cheonan is sunk by the North Korean navy. 46 South 

Korean naval personnel are killed. North Korea describes the incident as “fabrication” and 

cuts all diplomatic ties with Seoul. South Korea ceases all trade in retaliation. 

2011 Supreme Leader Kim Jong-Il dies, Kim Jong-Un succeeds as Supreme Leader. 

2014 North and South Korea engage in rare exchange fire across the 38th parallel as South 

Korean activists launch balloons containing leaflets, movies, books and other anti regime 

merchandise as well as South Korean and foreign currency condemning North Korean 

leader Kim Jong-un .  

 

UN Involvement 
Both North Korea and South Korea hold full member status to the UN. North Korea has never held a seat 

in the UN Security Council whereas South Korea has been elected twice. After the United Nations 

Command’s intervention in the Korean War the UN has taken a position that offers amnesty and help. The 

United Nations has provided humanitarian aid and assistance to the DPRK and the DPRK has softened 

their resolve for the UN in return. The UN’s relationship with North Korea has developed immensely 

considering the relationship between the two parties was heavily severed after the Korean War. North 

Korean-UN relations have progressed since the cold war came to an end. The collapse of the Soviet 

Union left North Korea without a powerful ally and plunged the country into deep crisis. Without economic, 

agricultural or technical support North Korea suffered famines, various economic crises and mass poverty, 

all of which have resulted in the deaths of a great number of people. South Korea’s relationship with the 

UN can be regarded as more cooperative and more productive. The UN possesses a critical role in 



solving the conflict in the Korean Peninsula and has been instrumental in preventing various humanitarian 

crises from getting worse. The United Nations has taken a stance that promotes peace and stability within 

the region. Throughout the cold war the UN has played a mediator role between the Koreas have acted as 

a neutral party. After the collapse of the Soviet Union and the crash of the North Korean economy that 

followed through an immense famine, the UN acted out as a helping hand, proving agricultural and 

economic relief to the Korean economy and the Korean people. The UN plays a crucial role within this 

conflict not only as a neutral mediator but also as a helping hand for the civilians caught up into this 

somewhat political conflict. 

 

Relevant UN Documents 
8 AUGUST 1991 S/RES/702  

This resolution recommended the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and the Republic of Korea for 

UN membership. 

  

11 MAY 1993 S/RES/825  

This resolution urged the DPRK to reconsider its announcement to withdraw from the NPT and abide by 

its international obligations. 

 

15 JULY 2006 S/RES/1695 

This resolution condemned North Korea’s launch of ballistic missiles and imposed sanctions. 

 

14 OCTOBER 2006 S/RES/1718 

This resolution expressed grave concern over North Korea’s nuclear test, imposed sanctions and set up a 

sanctions committee. 

 

12 JUNE 2009 S/RES/1874 

This resolution expressed grave concern over North Korea’s 25 May nuclear test and expanded the 

sanctions imposed on North Korea to include all arms and related material, as well as financial 

transactions. 

 

22 JANUARY 2013 S/RES/2087 

This resolution condemned the DPRK’s 12 December 2012 launch and added designations to the 

sanctions regime. 

 

2 MARCH 2016 S/RES/2270 

This was a resolution condemning in the strongest terms the nuclear test conducted by DPRK on 6 

January 2016 and its ballistic missile launch of 7 February 2016 



 

30 NOVEMBER 2016 S/RES/2321 

This was a resolution on sanctions, in response to the DPRK’s 9 September 2016 nuclear test. 

 
Treaties and Events 
Korean Armistice Agreement: 27 July, 1953 

Signed by North Korea and the United Nations Command. The agreement ceased all military activities, 

finalized the situation of POWs (Prisoners of War) and established the DMZ or the 38th parallel as the 

border between North and South Korea. 

 

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty: 1 July, 1968 

Signed by 190 nations in total, including all P5 nations and South Korea. The treaty aims to stop the 

spread of nuclear weaponry and weapons technology, to promote cooperation in the peaceful use of 

nuclear energy and to further the goal of achieving nuclear disarmament. North Korea has signed the 

treaty in 1985 but has withdrawn in 2003. 

 

Joint Declaration on the Denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula: January 20, 1992 

Signed by North and South Korea to denuclearize the Korean Peninsula. The treaty defined the peaceful 

purposes of nuclear energy and explicitly states that the North and South shall not engage in any activities 

regarding nuclear armaments. North Korea has withdrawn from the agreement. 

 

Agreed Framework: October 21, 1994 

Agreed Framework is 1994 political agreement signed by North Korea and the United States in which 

North Korea agreed to freeze its nuclear program in return for energy and supply aid from the United 

States. North Korea has withdrawn from the agreement. 

 

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 
The Korean Conflict is regarded as the longest ongoing conflict in history by many. The Korean War was 

ended by a truce agreement known as The Korean Armistice Agreement but the two Koreas have not 

signed a peace treaty. In technicality the Democratic People’s Republic Korea (DPRK) and the Republic 

of Korea (ROK) have been at war for 71 years 5 months and 4 weeks. Due to the polarizing policies and 

agendas of the two Koreas there haven’t been any concrete steps towards solutions. So far the major 

agreements signed by both Koreas alongside third-parties such as The Safeguard Agreements with South 

Korea to denuclearize the Korean peninsula, the “Agreed Framework” agreement with the United States to 

freeze and disassemble the North Korean nuclear program, The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and the 

Korean Armistice Agreement, all of which have broken down due to the withdrawal of North Korea. The 



constant political disagreements that transfer to military and diplomatic stances have made it very difficult 

for any agreement to last or to be effective. In order for attempts to be successful and concrete the two 

Korean nations along with their allies must come to agreements of mutual grounds, end the current status 

of war and establish lasting, strong diplomatic bonds. 

 

Possible Solutions 
The current conflict in the Korean Peninsula is one not born from the lack of resources or one of poor 

decision, it is unfortunately a problem originated from different agendas and political disagreements. 

Regarding agenda, systems and politics; there are a very limited amount of countries that can be regarded 

as allies or partners of North Korea. The current military skirmishes in the Korean Peninsula are a result of 

the standing distrust between the two bordering nations and most importantly the lack of a peace treaty 

that technically puts the two Koreas in a state of war with each other. Even for prominent step towards 

sustainable peace and security, a peace treaty is vital. The signing of a mutual peace treaty would 

certainly ease the tensions between the two polarizing states and would soften their agenda of constant 

defense and military action. The recent stance taken towards the production of nuclear weapons by North 

Korea, and the North Korean Supreme Leader Kim Jong-Un’s extreme actions regarding the position of 

the South has furthermore increased tensions between the two states. North Korea’s new aims to achieve 

full nuclear status and the nuclear tests in the pacific has been a topic of heavy criticism, controversy and 

one that has spurred various crises. For peace, stability and possibly reunification between the two 

countries, it is first and foremost very important for both nations to have bilateral talks to agree on a mutual 

agenda and ease their strict military stances against each other.  

The current de facto cold war and arms race between the two countries is fueling crisis after crisis and 

halting further talks of trade, peace and stability. The harsh military rule of North Korea and its strict 

policies can be acknowledged as one of the primary sources of the tension and disagreements within the 

region. The one party rule in North Korea accompanied by the totalitarian attitude of the North Korean 

government has made all steps regarding cooperation more difficult and more unlikely. For the 

achievement of regional sustainability, cooperation and possible reunification; the two Koreas must first 

and foremost have mutual agreements and a strong bond of diplomacy. 

 

Bibliography 
Charles L. "U.S. Policy Toward the Korean Peninsula." Council on Foreign Relations. Council on Foreign 

Relations, n.d. Web. 11 Feb. 2017. 

"South Korea - Timeline." BBC News. BBC, 03 Feb. 2017. Web. 10 Feb. 2017. 

"North Korea country profile." BBC News. BBC, 27 Jan. 2017. Web. 10 Feb. 2017 

"Publications." United Nations. United Nations, n.d. Web. 5 Feb. 2017. 

"Security Challenges on the Korean Peninsula." KEI News. N.p., n.d. Web. 11 Feb. 2017. 



"UN Documents for DPRK (North Korea)." UN Documents for DPRK (North Korea). N.p., n.d. Web. 11 

Feb. 2017. 

"Korean Demilitarized Zone." Wikipedia. Wikimedia Foundation, n.d. Web. 5 Feb. 2017. 

"20th CENTURY: Korea as a Colony of Japan, 1910-1945 | Central Themes and Key Points | Asia for 

Educators | Columbia University." 20th CENTURY: Korea as a Colony of Japan, 1910-1945 | 

Central Themes and Key Points | Asia for Educators | Columbia University. N.p., n.d. Web. 11 

Feb. 2017. 

"Korean War." Encyclopædia Britannica. Encyclopædia Britannica, inc., n.d. Web. 11 Feb. 2017. 

"US Enters the Korean Conflict." National Archives and Records Administration. National Archives and 

Records Administration, n.d. Web. 11 Feb. 2017. 

 

 


