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Introduction 
Made up of small island nations, the largest included being Cuba which is actually smaller than 

the size of Ohio, the Caribbean region makes up a small part of the world’s land, however it is far from 

peaceful. Over the course of the last century, the Caribbean region has built itself an infamous reputation 

due to their high rates of crime, whether it be minor petty crimes, or regular homicides. Of the 23 countries 

and dependencies in the region, 10 of them make up the top 20 of the list for intentional homicide rates in 

the world, and only 3 (Cuba, Aruba, and Martinique) have a rate that is smaller than that of the world 

average.  

According to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), “Murder rates in the 

Caribbean—at 30 per 100,000 population annually—are higher than for any other region of the world and 

have risen in recent years for many of the region’s countries. Assault rates are also significantly above the 

world average”1. Drug trafficking and gang crimes are also common features that are prevalent in all 

Caribbean countries. 3 Caribbean countries can be found in the recorded rape list for the world. Violence 

against girls and women are also very common, but exact statistics are hard to find since most of the 

violence is domestic and some cases 

are ignored for being “minor and 

internal” issues. 

Whether the reason be political, 

social, or economical; the people of the 

Caribbean commit crime extensively to 

reflect their frustration, whether it be 

towards the government or their own 

community. Committing crimes has 

become the normal, which is a concept 

that needs urgent change to assure 

lasting peace, sustainability, and growth 

in the region. Though there have been 

some improvements in regards to the 

extensive use of violence and the 

                                                
1 https://www.unodc.org/pdf/research/Cr_and_Vio_Car_E.pdf  

Figure 1: Drug routes that pass from the Caribbean, originating from South America 

for the US and Europe 

 



frequent occurrence of crime in the Caribbean, the entire region is still very far from achieving a peaceful 

environment with low crime rates.  

 

Definition of Key Terms 
Arms control: It is “the international restrictions upon the development, production, stockpiling, 

proliferation, and usage of small arms, conventional weapons, and weapons of mass destruction”.2 

Arms race: An arms race is "a competition between nations for superiority in the development and 

accumulation of weapons”3 

Corruption: It is a state when the people in power commit illegal crimes, and dishonest, and morally 

unacceptable behavior  

Crime: “an action or an instance of negligence that is deemed injurious to the public welfare or morals or 

to the interests of the state and that is legally prohibited.”4 

Domestic abuse: Domestic abuse can account to many acts of violence that is done by someone to their 

partner. These acts of violence can be sexual assault, physical assault, or any other abusive behavior that 

harms the individual and is against their consent.  

Drug trafficking: UNODC defines it as “a global illicit trade involving the cultivation, manufacture, 

distribution and sale of substances which are subject to drug prohibition laws.”5 

Femicide: Femicide refers to homicides committed with motives relating to sexual discrimination. 

Gun proliferation: The rapid rise in the rise, use, and development of guns.  
Intended homicide: It is the act of a human killing another human with the intention of killing them.   

 

General Overview 
For centuries, the Caribbean was an area of interest to European powers as the world entered the 

age of imperialism and colonization. In the last century, as the nations of the region claimed their 

independences and became countries in their own rights, the Caribbean has been in prominence for a 

completely different reason. The rates for all kinds of crime are greater than that of the world’s in almost all 

countries. The locals are living in complete danger and fear, while tourists are becoming weary and afraid 

to visit the idyllic islands that depend so heavily on tourism for their economy.   

As the nations in the region are all islands, they have long coastlines that need controlling. 

Lacking infrastructure and insufficient funds does not allow for governments to completely secure their 

borders. In the past, to deal with this issue, while not spending much money, the governments came up 

with an idea. Unfortunately, they did not know at the end that this would lead to an increase in crime in the 

future.  

                                                
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arms_control  
3 http://www.dictionary.com/browse/arms-race  
4 http://www.dictionary.com/browse/crime  
5 https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/drug-trafficking/  



The birth of gangs 
As newly independent countries, nations like Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago wanted to combat 

criminal activity, but they did not have the funds to hire security guards for all neighborhoods. So, they 

chose leaders from the many small districts and appointed them as leaders of the garrison communities. 

They armed the civilians with the hopes that they would protect themselves and others. This worked for 

some time, but as the demand for drugs in the US increase in the 1980s, the cross point countries like 

Jamaica saw some problems with this system. These gangs started to smuggle drugs coming through 

them, eventually leading to them getting rich enough that they wanted to operate independently. The 

communities that the governments created and armed to combat crime ultimately became as rich as the 

government itself, fighting against them rather than with them, and creating more crime than ever.  

There are also other gangs that have risen from different reasons. After decades of corruption by 

country officials, the citizens of nations like Trinidad and Tobago, Haiti, and Dominican Republic decided 

to voice their dismay with the government by going against them, smuggling drugs, committing murder, 

and infesting the region with other violent crimes.  

 

The Caribbean as a crossroad 
The Caribbean Sea serves as the coast for southern South American countries Colombia and 

Venezuela. These two nations are known as the origin of most drug routes that leave South America for 

North America, making the Caribbean a stopping point. Drug trade in Colombia is one of the worst in the 

entire world, and for these drugs to reach their final destinations of Europe, USA, and Canada; they travel 

through countries like Haiti, Jamaica, and Puerto Rico, all in the Caribbean. Being a stopping point for 

drug paths has infested the Caribbean region with violence and crime, all related and originating from drug 

trafficking. A region already home to many gangs drug trafficking has paved the way for the creation of 

even more that fight for these drugs and deal them locally. As Central American countries try to combat 

crime and increase border control, most routes now prefer the island nations. The borders of the islands 

act as much easier borders to cross for traffickers, compared to the land borders connecting South 

America to North America.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3 Graph for the murder rates of 
certain Caribbean countries 

Figure 2 Murder rates by the regions of 
the world 



Crime culture of the Caribbean  
 Homicide and drug culture in the Caribbean is a major issue. During the fight for drugs and power 

in districts or neighborhoods, gangs usually follow a violent solution for their problems. The homicide rates 

for Caribbean countries are truly alarming, with almost every nation’s rate greater than that of the world’s 

(See figures above). The problem of arms trafficking also makes up for a population that is mostly armed 

and equipped to commit crimes. The high rates of homicide certainly indicate that all crimes are in a way 

connected: the problem with drugs gives reason to people to kill each other, while the problem of arms 

trafficking makes the act of murder all that easier. This is why the issue of violent crime in the Caribbean is 

as significant as it is: it is a combination of different kinds of crime that leads to a culture that depends on 

violence to solve their issues and conflicts.     

 

Major Parties Involved and Their Views 
 

Jamaica: According to UNODC’s reports, Jamaica is the independent state that has the highest 

intentional homicide rate in the Caribbean. Most of the criminal activity in Jamaica is directly connected to 

the organized crime and drug trade that is prevalent in the country. With an increase in police patrol and 

anti-gang activities, Jamaica has seen some progress with decreasing crime rates; however, they still 

remain as one of the region’s most dangerous nations. The former Prime Minister of the nation, PJ 

Patterson, described the high rates of crime in Jamaica as “a national challenge of unprecedented 

proportions”.  

 

Haiti: Homicide, sexual violence, illegal drug trade, kidnapping, and robbery are all common activities the 

Haitian people face. Unlike other Caribbean islands, there really is no “safe places” in Haiti. Even the most 

industrialized and developed cities are prone to very high occurrences of crime. The kidnapping of 

children and foreigners are very common, though most crimes are between locals. Not much has been 

done to combat the high rates of crime and violence; rather it has become the normal for the country and 

its citizens. The police force is improving but it is still understaffed and underequipped to deal with crime 

that happens as often as it does in Haiti.  

 

Bahamas: Contrary to most other Caribbean nations, the Bahamas was not very prone to high homicide 

rates; however, in the last year murder has increased by 22%, breaking a national record. Sexual and/or 

physical assault, and robbery also are very frequent and both citizens and tourists are targeted. The 

government, citizens, and foreign stakeholders have all taken measures to reduce violent crime, and 

some changes have been made regarding assault and robberies, but homicide seems to be a problem 

that is only increasing in frequency. The government has partnered up with the US to seize illegal drugs 

and has signed a Small Arms Treaty with the UN to track smuggled arms.  



Dominican Republic: Dominican Republic is considered the transferring point for drugs leaving from 

Colombia and other South American nations to Europe and North America. The ease of money laundering 

is the reason for the Republic being the transfer point. To combat this, the government has increased its 

security checks but this has not changed the fact that the nation acts as the bridge between South 

America and its receivers. The police have also worked towards decreasing kidnapping; this however has 

not proven to be a great success since most kidnappers commit their crime by dressing up as officers.  

 

Trinidad and Tobago: In less than two decades, with the increase of gang and drug related activity, 

Trinidad and Tobago has seen a surge in homicide and other crime rates. The government has increased 

security measures throughout the nation by increasing surveillance, providing better conditions for the 

police force, and hiring foreign experts to deal with the trend of crime. The economy of Trinidad and 

Tobago has been hit by the frequent theft and violent crime. Though the government has done some to 

fight against crime, violence is the biggest problem for their economy, society, and role in the international 

community.  
 

United States of America: As a stakeholder with overseas territories and economic interest in the 

region, the US has been a major force to combat criminal activity. The United States Virgin Islands 

(USVI) has the greatest rate of homicide in the region, more than ten times of the mainland. Puerto 

Rico, a commonwealth of the US, is on a definite road to recovery. Unlike the USVI, both the US, 

local forces and citizens have worked collectively to combat violence. Crime saw an overall decrease 

of 17% in the last 15 years, with homicide rates reaching records lows in the last two decades. The 

FBI increased its involvement in the region to put an end to Puerto Rico’s long standing image as a 

violent and crime ridden nation.  

 

Timeline of Events 
July 1999 The Jamaican government orders the army to guard the streets of 

Kingston, the capital, following a grave increase in crime. 

June 2000 The Bahamas, Cayman Islands, Dominica, Saint Kitts and Nevis, 

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines of the Caribbean named in the 

annual list published by the Financial Action Task Force of “Non-

Cooperative Countries and Territories”. These countries were 

uncooperative against money laundering.  

2004 UN peacekeeping forces are placed in Haiti to stabilize the 

country, as they face economical pressure arising from an 

increase in violent crime 

October 2005 In Trinidad and Tobago, 10000 take part in a protest against the 



increasing rates of crime, and the government’s inability to fight 

against it.  

October 2010  FBI’s involvement in Puerto Rico results in dozens of police 

officers being charged with drug possession and trade 

August 2011 Trinidad and Tobago declares a state of emergency following the 

increase in crime 

3 June 2013 Majority of Caribbean nations sign the Small Arms Treaty of the 

Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) with the UN to combat high rates of 

crime originating because of the illicit trade of small arms 

 

UN Involvement 
Regarding the issue of minimizing crime in the Caribbean, there have been some efforts by UN and its 

organs, however this involvement has remained limited. In January 2013, the Bahamas signed the Small 

Arms Treaty with the UN, agreeing to the regulation of all weapon transfers. This treaty was viewed as the 

first time the international community came together to truly fight against criminal activity, especially the 

Caribbean, where gun violence has become an “epidemic”.  

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is the main fighter against drug trafficking, and any 

other drug related crime, as well as all other violent crime, including homicide and arms trafficking. It helps 

countries with their internal problems regarding violence. Almost all treaties and conventions on criminal 

activity has been through this organ of the United Nations. UNODC has been working with individual 

countries in the Caribbean to fight against crime, however it has not been enough to combat the issue.  

 

Relevant UN Documents 
• Towards the sustainable development of the Caribbean Sea for present and future 

generations, 20 December 2008 (A/RES/63/214) 

In this resolution, the General Assembly “called on the United Nations system and the international 

community to assist, as appropriate, Caribbean countries and their regional organizations in their efforts to 

ensure the protection and sustainable management” 

• Cooperation between the United Nations and the Latin American and Caribbean Economic 

System, 19 November 2012 (A/RES/67/12) 

• International cooperation against the world drug problem, 23 April 2013 (A/RES/67/193) 

• United Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin America and 

the Caribbean, 2 December 2014 (A/RES/69/72) 

 

 

 



Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue  
Efforts have been made both by individual nations and the international community to fight against 

violent crime in the Caribbean. The nations in the region have all made efforts to increase their security 

and to develop advanced services and devices to fight against crime and eradicate it. The UN, especially 

the UNODC, has also been involved. The UN General Assembly adopted the ATT in 2013, which most 

Caribbean nations did sign and ratify, but the general effect of it on the region is debatable. There has 

been some improvement, but these improvements have solved very when thinking about the extent and 

frequency of violence in the region.  

In 1983, a security system was established for Eastern Caribbean nations. In 2001, Caricom 

Regional Task Force on Crime and Security (RTFCS) was established. It focused on the linkage between 

crime and drug trafficking, and drew attention to their general impact on regional and national security. It 

suggested the formulation of natural crime commissions and national crime control plans.  

Internationally, the US and UK have military training agreements with Caribbean nations. They 

have provided financial assistance to countries like Jamaica. The main reason for why these efforts have 

not worked is the deficiencies in the justice system of Caribbean countries. Most criminals are not even 

convicted in nations like Trinidad and Tobago. The country has even tried to reinstate the death penalty to 

decrease crime, but the response from the international community has not been well, with organizations 

such as Amnesty International condemning the thought of capital punishment.  

 

Possible Solutions 
There are many ways to deal with the issue of crime in the Caribbean; however, to be successful 

and bring lasting peace to the region there is one thing that should be understood both by the people and 

the governments.  Without understanding the main reason and cause for the high rates of crime, it is not 

possible to bring a successful end to the current problem. It can even be said that the reason for why the 

issue is not solved is that the causes of the high rates are misunderstood, therefore the area in which the 

focus goes to is the wrong one. As mentioned before, there are efforts both by local and foreign 

governments, but this has not proven to be a big success. Below are some solutions that can be taken by 

both the locals and the international community: 

• Efforts should be made to solve the issue from the root. This could be achieved by taking a social 

approach. The countries should try to change the perceptions of its people because violence has 

turned into a mean of solution for most Caribbean people. The values of focus on schools, 

businesses, and family should be addressed and emphasized more on. This change can be done 

with social awareness campaigns, special focus by the government and it can also be taught to 

the new generations through education during their academic careers. The international 

community can also help with this problem by financing programs that will work with teenagers or 

younger children to educate them about rules, and safe environments. Even though this may only 



have a long term solution, if done right, one to two generations later, the Caribbean can change 

their culture to a violence-free one.  

• Countries should be more involved and interested in garrisons, and inner-city districts that are, 

though informally, in de facto control of gangs or other figures that actually have no authority in 

front of the law or the government. These communities need to learn that the rules are the ones 

stated by the constitution, not the ones that are cultural and judicially insignificant. Most civilians in 

these garrisons believe that the rules they are taught are sound, the government need to make 

sure that their entire population is in fact aware of the real and valid laws.  

• The safety and proper guarding of the borders are also extremely important for Caribbean 

countries. As the region is comprised entirely of islands, the countries are vulnerable to trafficking. 

Before looking at internal trafficking, the governments need to make sure that there are no illegal 

substances or arms coming into their countries. They can allocate their funds to better their 

technology regarding border patrol, or can increase the pay of officers that guard these borders to 

attract more people into a job like this. However, while doing this, they need to make thorough 

research about the people they employ and make sure that border patrol guards are not there to 

traffic drugs or arms.  

 

Notes from the Chair 
All delegates, especially those representing nations of the Caribbean region should be completely 

aware of their countries’ policies and previous efforts to combat violent crime. It is an issue that can be 

seen in the entire region, but it does vary in it extent and kind from country to country so it should not be 

generalized by delegates. With this in mind, the issue is not the same for every country; the clauses 

should propose solutions that can work for everyone. For example, an issue that is specific to Jamaica 

should not be overlooked just because it is not applicable to the rest of the region. Both the similarities and 

the differences should be kept in mind when proposing solutions.  
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